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Program Advisory Committee (PAC) Agenda 

January 20, 2010
10:00 am & 6:00 pm
FVSRA Office 
I. Welcome/Introductions

10:00am - 16 members present

6:00pm - 4 members present
II. Recreation to the Rescue Updates: S.T.A.R.S.
· S.T.A.R.S. program in collaboration with A.I.D. begins 2/15/10 at FVSRA offices.  10 clients will be permanent and 5 clients will rotate in each week. FVSRA is in need of carpet, furniture, & supplies to make our multipurpose room more comfortable and conducive for a 6 hour program (9am-3pm) 5 days a week.
III. Summer Program Planning 

· Members brainstormed on programs they would like to see in the Summer 2010 brochure.  Members generated suggestions for all ages and abilities of clients.  Attached are some of the summer program suggestions listed out by age. 
· FVSRA will be adding a 7th day camp site for participants 21 years and older.  This site is meant to simulate the S.T.A.R.S. day program but will be on the summer day camp schedule.  Activities, Outings, and Events will be geared for an older age group.

· Programs should try and be timed differently to match the Extended School Year program.  Extended School Year is from 8am-12pm.

· Use Girl Scouts for Volunteers, they are always looking for resources to earn their badges.  Try having “buddies” (High school aged) in programs.
IV. FVSRA’s Role with Identifying Unmet Needs/High School Transition

· FVSRA sit on IEP & Map meetings.  Several parents didn’t know this service was available.  A suggestion to publish this on our newsletter and website was made.

· Transportation assistance

· Socialization once school has stopped.  FVSRA could set up a blog to hook up friends.  The site could have a mentoring component.
V. Autism Roundtable Agency Ideas
· FVSRA will host an Autism Roundtable through the Illinois Autism Training and Technical Assistance Project for agencies that work with individuals on the autism spectrum.  Members gave suggestions of who should be invited.  Following is the list that was generated: AID, Giant Steps, UIC, Little Friends, Advocates Network, PAA, Day One, Edgewood Clinical Services, Mid-Valley Coop, and Kendall County Coop.
· A parent roundtable will be held later on in the year as well.
VI. “Sharing of Stories of Determination” Article to Beacon News

· Marta Rees, Public Information Coordinator, is looking for personal stories to publish in local newspapers.  An email was sent to PAC members a few weeks ago about this request.  
VII. Questions, Comments and/or Concerns?

· Parent networking – before programs and during special event dances parents would meet at a restaurant to share ideas, thoughts, concerns.

Resources –

· NADS offers a Behavior retreat for DS/Autism dual diagnosed individuals and family weekend.  15 slots available.

· Autism Kinship Mother’s overnight at Embassy Suites.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, February 17, 2010
· Round table information
· Plan for FVSRA to sit on IEP

· BBQ information
